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LINCOLN  AND  HUMAN  CREEDS. 


f 


In  the  Lincoln  Memorial  volume, 
published  by  Oldrood  in  1882,  we  find 
the  following  from  the  pen  of  Isaac  N. 
Arnold,  the  life-long  friend  of  the  great 
man : 

It  is  strange  that  any  reader  of  Lin- 
coln's speeches  and  writings  should 
have  the  hardihood  to  charge  him  with 
infidelity,  but  the  charge  having  been 
repeatedly  made,  I  reply -in  the  light  of 
facts  accessible  to  all,  that  no  more 
reverent    Christian    (not  excepting 

I  Washington)  ever  filled  the  chair  of 
President.    Declarations  of  his  trust 

[in  God,  his  faith  in  the  efficacy  of 

;l  >rayer,  jjervade  his  speeches  and  writi- 
ngs. From  the  time  he  left  Spring- 
afield  to  his  death  he  not  only  contin- 
•uedly  prayed  for  Divine  assistance,  but 
"never  failed  to  ask  the  prayers  of  others 
for  himself  and  his  country. 

His  reply  to  the  negroes  of  Balti- 
more, who,  in  1864,  presented  him  with 
a  beautiful  Bible,  as  an  expression  of 
their  love  and  gratitude,  ought  to  have 
Silenced  all  who  have  made  such 
charges.  After  thanking  them,  he 
said,  "  This  great  book  is  the  best  gift 
God  has  given  to  man.  All  the  good 
from  the  Savior  of  the  world  is  com- 
municated through  this  book." 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  may  be 
asked  why  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  unite 
with  some  church,  which  Mr.  Arnold 
proceeds  to  answer,  as  follows : 

When  a  member  of  Congress,  know- 
ing his  religious  character,  asked  him, 
"  Why  he  did  not  join  some  church  ?" 
Mr.  Lincoln  replied,  "  Because  I  found 
difficulty,  without  mental  reservation, 
in  giving  my  assent  to  their  long  and 
complicated  confessions  of  faith. 
When  any  church  will  inscribe  over  its 
altar  the  Savior's  condensed  statement 
of  the  law  and  gospel, '  Thou  shalt  love 
tbe  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
with  all  thy  mind,  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,'  that 
church  will  I  join  with  all  my  heart." 

No  man  can  read  this  statement  with- 
out feeling  the  fearful  wrong  that  has 
been  perpetrated  by  human  creeds,  by 
the  "long  and  complicated  confessions 
of  faith"  that  had  their  birth  m  tbe 
age  of  intolerance  and  persecution.  Had 
the  churches  laid  tbe  schismatic  and 
j  speculative  things  aside  and,  like  the 
j  church  of  the  New  Testament,  had 
said,  "If  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy 
mouth  the  Lord  Jesus  and  believe  in 
thine  heart  that  God  has  raised  him 
from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved," 
such  men  as  Abraham  Lincoln  would  i 
have  been  found  in  the  fellowship  of  ! 
the  saints.     When  we  compare  the 
simplicity  of  the  apostolic  creed  and 
confession,  "Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  the  living  God,"  with  the  dog- 
Ltnatic  specldartions  of  the  Westminster* 
;and  other  human  creeds,  we  can  clearly 
see  how  far  the  church  has  gone  into 
lapostasy.    To  put  the  Westmjnfter 
confession  and  the  New  .Testament  at 
;  the  same  time  inj^^e'hands  of  a  man 
Jjke  Abraham  Lincoln  and  tell  him  he 
mubt  liccept  them  both  in  order  to  fel- 
lowship in  the  church,  you  necessarily 
keep  him  out.  Such  a  mind,  that  goes 
to  the  meat  of  things,  can  not  be  eon- 
tent  with  the  bones  of  dogmas  and  the 
complicated  traditions  of  the  dark 
ages.  He  sees  in  the  New  Testament  a 
living  Christ,  a  resurrected  and  ascend- 


ed  Lord,  and  he  can  love  and  serve  him, 
but  to  accept  a  formulated  system  of 
philosophy,  speculation,  dogmatism 
and  tradition,  he  can  not  do  it. 

When  we  think  how  it  is  not  only 
possible  but  highly  probable  that,  if  we 
had  not  learned  of  a  church  that  would 
accept  a  man  on  a  confession  of  his 
faith  in  Christ,  if  we  had  been  com- 
pelled to  accept  a  speculative  human 
creed  all  our  life,  we  should  have  been 
called  an  infidel,  the  very  idea  of  one 
of  the  human  speculative  statements 
being  made  authoritative  causes  us  to 
shudder  at  what  might  have  been.  Our 
work  as  a  people  is  only  just  begun. 
Human  authoritative  creeds  are  just  as 
unseriptural,  just  as  heretical  and 
schismatical,  to-day  as  they  have  ever 
been.'  And  what  is  more,  they' have 
less  reason  for  their  existence  in  this 
day  of  progress  than  ever  before. 
When  we  look,  for  instance,  at  the 
great,  intelligent  body  of  Presbyterian 
I  preachers  it  is  one  of  the  marvels  how 
they  can  possibly  think  that  a  dog- 
matic creed  made  250  years  ago,  by 
men  who  had  little  knowledge  of  a 
proper  and  critical  interpretation  of 
the  Scriptures,  who  had  pone  of  the 
j  modern  spirit  of  missions,  who  lived  in 
!  an  age  of  intolerance  and  possessed 
something  of  the  spirit  of  persecution 
themselves,  is  worthy  of  their  rigid  ad- 
herence to-day.  It  does  seem  that  they 
ought  to  know  more  or  have  a  broader 
conception  of  the  Word  of  God  and  the 
scriptural  bond  of  union  in  the  person 
of  the  Christ.  But  such  is  the  power 
of  tradition  that  it  holds  its  votaries  in 
the  chains  of  fear.  When  Jesus  came 
he  found  the  whole  nation  of  Israel 
the  same  bond  of  traditionary  dogm 


His  cutting  ana  comprehensive  de&iuv 
ciation  of  their  adherence  to  tradition 
was  one  cf  tjhe  most  potent  causes  of 
their  hatred  that  at  last  caused  them 
to  crucify  him-    When  he  said,  "  Ye 
make  void  the  Word  of  God  by  your: 
traditions,"  he  uttered  what  is  as  liter- 
ally true  of  human  creeds  and  specula- 
tions to-day  as  it  was  then.    That  the 
Word  of  God  makes  faith  in  Jesus  as 
the  Messiah  and  obedience  to  his  com- 
i  mandments  the  test  of  fellowship  and 
bond  of  unity  among  his  people  is  abso- 
lutely certain,  but  no  church  with  a 
human  creed  will  accept  a  person  onj 
that  ground.  The  result'is,  they  make 
void  the  Word  of  God  by  their  addi- 
tions and  traditions.    Do  we  not  need 
as  a  people  to  make  a  strong  and  united 
crusade  against  human  creeds,  such  a 
one  as  we  have  never  made  in  the  past  ? 
Then  all  such  men  as  Abraham  Lincoln, 
men  who  have  experience  and  growing  | 
minds  and  hearts,  can  come  into  the  i 
fullness  of  the  blessing  of  the  fellow- 
ship in  Christ.  It  is  true  we  have  done 
much  and  human  dogmas  have  •  lost 
some  of  their  power^  but  they  are  still 
the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  unity 
and  harmony  among  the  people  pf  God ; 
they  still  make  men  bate  the  simplicity 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  There  are  stilj 
some  who  will  wrack  every  soul  on  the 
iron  bedstead  of  dogmatism.    As1  the 
poet  has  said : 

An  iron  bedstead  taey  have  f ©toteed, 

To  try  our  faith  upon. 
If  we're  too  short  w &  must  be  stretciMsdy 
Cut  off  if  we're  too  long-. 

These  words  are  credited  to  Lorenzo 
Dow,  how  properly  os  correctly  we- ears 
not  say ;  but  they  give  the  exact  picture 
of  the  true  devotees  t$  human  dogmas 
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/  THE  CHURCH  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  \ 

T  DOUBT  the  possibility  or  propriety  of  settling  the  religion 
-I  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  models  of  man-made  creeds  and  dogmas. 
It  was  a  spirit  in  the  life  that  he  laid  stress  on  and  taught,  if  I 
read  aright.    I  know  I  see  it  to  be  so  with  me. 

The  fundamental  truths  reported  in  the  four  gospels  as  from 
the  lips  of  Jesus  Christ.  .  .  are  settled  and  fixed  moral  precepts 
with  me.  I  have  concluded  to  dismiss  from  my  mind  the  debatable 
wrangles  that  once  perplexed  me  with  distractions  that  stirred 
up,  but  never  absolutely  settled  anything.  .  .  I  have  ceased  to 
follow  such  discussions  or  be  interested  in  them. 

I  can  not  without  mental  reservations  assent  to  long  and  com- 
plicated creeds  and  catechisms.  If  the  church  would  simply 
assent  to  the  Saviour's  statement  of  the  substance  of  the  law: 
"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and  with 
all  thy  soul  and  with  all  thy  mind  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"— 
that  church  would  I  gladly  unite  with. — Abraham  Lincoln. 

(Quoted  in  Rankin's  "Personal  Recollections  of  Abraham  Lincoln" ^) 


This  church  "accepts  the  religion  of  Jesus,  holding, 
in  accordance  with  his  teaching,  that  practical  religion 
j  is  summed  up  in  love  to  God  and  love  to  man  .  .  .  and  we 
invite  to  our  working  fellowship,  any  who,  while 
differing  from  us  in  belief,  are  in  general  sympathy 
with  our  spirit  and  our  practical  aims." 

From  Article  I,  Constitution  of  All  Souls'  Church. 


CHURCH  SERVICES 


The  splendid  attendance  at  the  morning  services  throughout 
January  should  be  a  source  of  great  gratification  not  only  to  the 
Minister  but  also  to  all  friends  and  members  of  All  Souls'  Church. 
Has  it  not  been  inspiring  to  have  the  church  practically  filled 
each  Sunday,  with  an  average  attendance  little  short  of  seven 
hundred?  And  have  not  the  services  been  satisfying?  So  much 
interest  has  been  shown  in  the  series  of  sermons  on  "The  Unitarian 
Message  in  a  Day  of  Spiritual  Confusion"  that  they  are  to  be 
printed  and  reservations  for  copies  at  twenty-five  cents  should 
be  made  without  delay. 

On  Sunday  morning,  February  1,  the  Minister  will  supplement 
the  January  series  with  a  sermon  on  "Why  I  am  a  Unitarian."  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  this  should  be  of  great  interest 
not  only  to  our  own  people  but  to  all  who  would  like  to  know 
more  about  the  fundamental  principles  and  underlying  spirit  of  the 
liberal  church.  The  record  for  January  is  a  splendid  demonstra- 
tion of  what  may  be  accomplished  through  the  active  and  gen- 
erous cooperation  of  our  people.  May  it  not  be  anticipated 
that  this  cooperation  will  continue? 

Next  Sunday  morning,  as  on  every  Sunday  morning,  there  will 
be  scores  of  strangers  and  visitors  in  All  Souls'  Church.  Many 
of  them  will  be  without  any  church  home.  Could  it  be  brought 
about  that  even  a  small  proportion  of  this  number  would  form  a 
permanent  connection  here,  AH  Souls'  Church  would  soon  become 
as  flourishing  as  the  most  hopeful  of  us  have  dreamed.  If  they 
find  the  service  satisfying,  they  will  be  glad  to  make  their  church 
home  here  if  they  are  made  to  feel  at  home.  Every  member  of  the 
congregation  shares  this  responsibility.  May  the  time  soon  come 
when  no  stranger  will  pass  the  portals  of  All  Souls'  Church  with- 
out a  cordial  word  of  greeting  and  a  welcoming  hand!  You  can 
help  to  achieve  this  result. 


During  the  hour  of  morning  worship,  provision  is  made  in  the 
Longfellow  Room  for  the  care  of  younger  children. 

[2] 


*  COMMERCE  AND  LA  SALL! 
I  ALONG  THE  HIGHWAY 

With  W.  G.  Sibley 


THE  PREACHERS 

Dr.  Hoffman  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  New 
York,  says  preachers  should  spend  less  tim< 
extolling  peace  leagues  and  remember  that  sir 
is  as  appropriate  a  topic  for  the  pulpit  today  ai 
it  was  in  Jonathan  Edward's  time.  Sin  is  per- 
sonal, and  it  exists,  yet  hell  and  judgment  an 
seldom  discussed  in  the  churches. 

Dr.  Sheen  in  St.  Patrick's  said  God  made  mar 
j  free — free  to  choose  between  virtue  and  vice.  Tht 
only  way  to  make  man  free  was  to  endow  hirr 
with  the  capacity  to  say  yes  or  no,  as  he  migh 
decide.  "God/willed  a  moral  universe  in  ordej 
that  by  a  rijnt  use  of  the  gift  of  freedom  char- 
acters mirfit  emerge."  We  are  all  the  tim< 
buildingjcharacter,  good  or  bad.  If  there  wen 
no  eviLsm  the  world  there  could  be  no  good. 

DjVknox,  chaplain  of  Columbia  University 
quared  Abraham  Lincoln  in  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  a: 
f«lows  in  reply  to  a  question  why  he  was  no 
f[ church  member: 

"When  any  church  shall  inscribe  over  its 

altar  as  its  sole  requirement  for  membership 

the  Savior's  condensed  statement  of  the  law 
-    and  the  gospel,  'Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 

God  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul 
•  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  as 

thyself,'  that  church  will  I  join  with  all  my 

soul." 

The  qualification  for  membership  was  put  b: 
the  Methodists  in  the  phrase,  "a  desire  to  flei 
from  the  wrath  to  come."  That  was  when  God' 
wrath  was  feared. 

Dr.  Holmes  at  the  Community  Church  saic 
this  has  been  "the  most  disastrous  quarter-cen 
tury  since  the  destruction  of  the  Roman  Empire,1 
and  added  that  in  the  end  "man  will  solve  hi 
problems,  for  essentially  man  is  good." 


WEEK     BY  WEEK 


LINCOLN'S  RELIGION 

Covwled  by  Hnnux  wKMy,  SiStoiia*  Lincoln^  Tomb 


\bout  everyone  agrees  that  Lincoln 
was  an  ardent  American,  was  high  mind- 
ed, honest,  sought  personal  liberty,  stood 
for  law  and  order,  advocated  settlement 
of  difficulties  by  due  process  of  law  op- 
posed   confiscation,   feared   control  by 
creed  was  a  constructive  economist,  had 
a  heart  for  the  oppressed,  condemned 1  tyr- 
any,  shunned  inflation,  believed  that  the 
supreme  court  is  the  unfortunate  mans 
best  friend,  and  stood  for  most  of  the 
other  things  advocated  by  staunch  Amer- 
icans of  all  political  parties,  yet  constant- 
ly people  ask  about  his  religion. 

Let  this  great  American  answer  in  his 
own  words: 

Crittenden's  Lincoln,  page  425,  says: 
"I  have  never  united  myself  to  any 
church  because  I  found  difficulty  in  giv- 
ing my  assent,  without  mental  reserva- 
tion, to  the  long  and  complicated  state- 
ments of  Christian  doctrine  which  char- 
acterize their  articles  of  belief  and t  con- 
fessions of  faith.   When  any  church  w  11 
inscribe  over  its  altar,  as  its  sole  quali- 
fication for  membership,  the  Saviours 
condensed  statement  of  the  substance  of 
both  law  and  gospel  (the  Gotten  Rule) 
that  church  shall  I  join  with  all  my  heart 

and  soul."  — .  '  > 


Lincoln  Made 
Churchman 

Methodist  Minister 
Takes  Emancipator 
Into  Congregation 

Abraham  Lin^^'yes^rday 
was  made  a  member  of  Maynard 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Cul- 
ver  City. 

'  His  presence  personified  in  a 
iwater-color  portrait  painted  be- 
fore the  congregation  by  Rev. 
i  Crawford  Trotter,  the  Great 
Emancipator  was  extolled  for 
his  humanitarian  virtues,  his 
simplicity  and  his,  Godliness. 
POLICY  RETOLD 

"Lincoln  never,  joined  a 
church,"  Mr.  Trotter  explained 
in  his  sermon,  quoting  the  mar- 
tyr President  as  saying: 

"When  »any  church  will  in- 
scribe over  its  altar  its  sole  qual- 
ification  for   membership  the 
words  of  the  Savior,  'thou  shalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
jthy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
;  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,'  that 
church  will  I  join  with  all  my 
I  heart  and  all  my  soul." 
COMPARED  TO  CHRIST 

In  his  love  of  mankind,  his 
tolerance,  his  understanding  and 
his  martyrdom,  Lincoln  was  com- 
pared to  Christ  by  the  Methodist 
pastor.  .  / 

"It  would  break  his  heart  to- 
day were  he  to  see  that  tyranny 
and  murder  are  desecrating  the! 
high  ideals  for  which  he  stood," 
Mr.- Trotter  told  his  congrega-j 
tion. 

The  Civil  War  President  was 
taken  into  membership  with  the 
words: 

''Abraham  Lincoln,  we  wel- 
come you  into  the  fellowship  o£ 
this  good  aeonie/', 


Mncoin's  Beli^lon. 
It  seems  rather  strange  that  i      bii>  j 
day,  with  all  of  Lincoln's  wrjtin* "    i\<& , 
many  of  hit  authentically  reportt  con-! 
versatlons  open  to  the  world,  any  dls- 
vpute  could  arise  as  to  his  religious  con- 
victions.   The  letter  in  yesterday's  S.tar 
referring  to  a  magazine  Jgj^cle  on  the 
-  subject  shows,  however,  tijfcl*  ta  still  a 
question  in  which  peupleHjjf  interested. 

As  far  back  as  1851  he .  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  stepbrother  relative  to  the  illness 
Of  their  father,  Thomas  Lincoln,  In'  which 
'  he.  sal*:  "Tell  him  to  call  upon  and  con- 
fide In  our  great  and  good  and  merciful 
Maker,  Who  will  not  turn  away  from  him 
In  any  extremity."  This,  in  his  compara- 
tive youth,  may  not  have  been  an  expres- 
;  alon  Of  actual  belief  so  much  as  the 
use  of  a  oustomary  utterance  in  such  cases 
among  the  religious  people  with  whom 
he  associated.  But  he  was  speaking  his 
own  JJioughts  evidently  when  he  said,  in 
I860:  "1  know  there  Is  a  God  and  that 
He  hates  injustice  and  slavery.  I  see 
the  storm  coming  and  I  know  that  His 
hand  is  in  it.  If  He  has  a  place  for  me, 
and  I  think  He  has,  I  believe  I  am  ready. 
I  am  nothing,  but  Truth  is  everything, 
j  know  I  am  right,  because  I  know  that 
liberty  Is  right,  for  Christ  teaches  It, 
and  Christ  is  God." 

Throughout  his  presidential  term,  es- 
peoisJIy  in  the  latter  part  of  it,  when  the 
stress    and    strain  became  greatest,  he  I 
expressed  over  and  over  again  his  re- 1 
liance  on  a  divine  power.    "I  should  be' 
the  most  presumptuous  blockhead  on  this 
footstool,"  he  is  quoted  as  saying  on  one 
occasion,  "if  I  for  one  day  thought  that 
I  cpujd  discharge  the  duties  which  have  J 
;.  come  upon  me  since  I  came  into  this  j 

place  .yrlthout  thei  aid  and  enlightenment 
'q!  One  who  is  stronger  and  wiser  than  I." 

I  am  bat  God's  humble  instrument,"  he 
Said  again.  And  still  again:  "I  have  felt 
His  hand  upon  me  in  great  trials  and 
have  submitted  to*  His  guidance."  And 
this:  "I  have  been  driven  many  times 
to  my  knees  by  the  overwhelming  con- 
viction that  I  had  nowhere  else  to  go." 

He  said  once  to  a  friend:  "I  have  never 
united  myself  to  any  church,  because  I 
[have  found  difficulty  in  giving  my  assent, 
{without  mental  reservation,  to  the  long, 
complicated  statements  of  Christian  doc- 
trine which  characterize  their  articles  of. 
belief  and  confessions  of  faith."  Surely 
this  was  no  proof  of  a  lack  of  Christian 
faith,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  his  re- 
peated utterances  of  his  dependence  in 
a  guiding  and  overruling  power  proved 
that  in  reality  he  was  devout  and  wor-  j 
ahlpful  in  spirit,  "a  Christian,  though  he; 
did  not  know  it,"  as  the  Rev.  James 
jlJmlth,  quoted  in  the  letter  above  referred 
to,  very  truly  said. 


Lincoln's  Church 

Representative  Deming,  in  his 
Eulogy  upon  Abraham  Lincoln,  given 
before  the  General  Assembly  of  Con- 
necticut, 1865,  said: 

"I  am  here  reminded  of  an  impres- 
sive remark  which  he  (Lincoln)  made 
to  me  upon  another  occasion,  and 
which  I  shall  never  forget.  He  said 
he  had  never  united  himself  to  any 
church,  because  he  found  difficulty 
in  giving  his  assent,  without  mental 
reservations,  to  the  long  complicated 
statements  of  Christian  doctrine 
which  characterize  their  Articles  of 
Belief  and  Confession  of  Faith. 

"  'When  any  church,'  he  continued, 
'will  inscribe  over  its  altar  as  its  sole 
qualification  for  membership  the 
Saviour's  condensed  statement  of  the 
substance  of  both  the  law  and  Gos- 
pel, Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all 
thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself,  that  church 
will  I  join  with  all  my  heart  and 
soul'."— From  Soul  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln," by  William  E.  Barton. 


LINCOLN  LIBERAL  IN 

RELIGIOUS  MATTERS 

To  Honorable  H.  G.  Deming  of  Connec- 
ticut: 

"I  have  never  united  myself  to  any 
church,  because  I  hava  found  difficulty 

in  giving  my  assent,  without  mental  re- 
servation, to  the  long,  complicated  state- 
ments of  Christian  doctrine  which  char- 
acterizes their  articles  of  belief  and  con- 
fessions of  faith.  When  any  church  will 
inscribe  over  its  altar,  as  its  sole  qualin- 
cation  of  membership,  the  Saviors  con- 
densed statement  of  the  substance  of 
both  law  and  gospel,  "Thou  shalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart 
mind  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,  that 
church  will  I  join  with  all  my  heart  and 
all  my  soul.  ^  LINCOLN. 

(Authority  of  Rev.  J.  T.  Hobson,  D.D., 
L.LD.) 
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